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As of 12:01 a.m. July 22" 2006, BFT sized 27 inches to less than 47 inches may
no longer be retained.

Ry
f . Q\ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
X bt National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
% j MNATIOMNAL MARIMNE FISHERIES SERVICE
ares OF Siver Spring, MO 20810

NMFS Announces 2006 Final Initial Atlantic Bluefin Tuna
Quotas and Effort Controls

In accordance with the 1999 Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish, and Shark Fishery Management Plan, the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announces the final initial 2006 Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) quota
specifications.

This action sets BFT quotas for each of the established domestic fishing categories and sets General and
Angling category effort controls for the 2006 fishing year (June 1, 2006 - May 31, 2007). This action is
necessary to implement recommendations of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tunas (ICCAT), as required by the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act, and to achieve domestic management
objectives under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

Based on the 2002 ICCAT quota recommendation and 2005 fishing year underharvests/overharvests as applied
to the 2006 fishing year allocation, NMFS establishes the 2006 final initial fishing year quotas shown in the
attached quota table, which also shows the time-period subquotas for the General category. Retention limits for
the General category and Angling category are given in the table below.

Effective Dates Area BFT Size Retention
Category Limit

General Category

June 1 — August 31, 2006 All 73" or greater 3
September 1, 2006 — January 31, 2007 All 73" or greater

Angling Category
June 1, 2006 — May 31, 2007 All 47" up to 737 2
July 1-21, 2006 South* 277 up to 477 1
August 25 - September 14, 2006 North* 277 up to 477 1

*The north/south boundary occurs at 39°18” North latitude, or approximately Great Egg Inlet, NJ

NMFS establishes the following restricted fishing days: all Saturdays and Sundays from November 18, 2006
through January 31, 2007, and November 23, 2006, and December 25, 2006 inclusive, provided the fishery
remains open. These days are intended to extend the General category BFT fishery into the late season for the
southern Atlantic region.

This notice is a courtesy to BFT fishery participants to help keep you informed about your fishery. Official
notice of Federal fishery actions is made through filing such notice with the Office of the Federal Register. For
furth¢r information contact the HMS Management Division at (978) 281-9260.
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